THE SCHOOL X
CHAMELEONS MR GRiRIts
CHRONICLES

Our Pledge

| can create change,
In the Issue | can transform my world,

| am inspired by what people do,
And my story is inspiring too.

e Editorial

The School Chameleons 2023 Finale | am a changemaker,

2023 Winners | want to inspire a million,

| can adapt and make a difference,
Calendar for the Month Ahead Because | am a school chameleon.
Link for Submissions

Story of the Month

Partner Profile — Amar Chitra Katha

Partner Profile — Wauly

Global News

In the Press

01/10 |



Dear School Chameleons,

"Storytelling is the most powerful way to put ideas into the world today," remarked
theologian Robert McAfee Brown, underscoring the profound impact of narratives in
shaping our understanding. The art of storytelling is deeply ingrained in human
nature, serving as a conduit for sharing knowledge, experiences, and fostering
collaboration and creativity. A well-told story has the ability to initiate a paradigm shift
within our emotional and psychological framework, opening minds to new
possibilities, providing structure, and fueling creativity. Ultimately, stories have the
power to convey messages that can transform the world for the better.

Enter the School Chameleons Project, an initiative striving to harness the potential of
storytelling to address the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (UN SDGs).
Through shared narratives on how schools are actively contributing to these goals,
the project aspires to create a global platform for collaboration. The aim is to inspire
and be inspired, collectively working towards achieving the 2030 UN SDGs.

The journey began with the launch of the School Chameleons Project in Mumbai in
2023, and while we've made strides, there's still much ground to cover. We are thrilled
to announce that 75 schools have joined us on this transformative journey.

As we bid farewell to a remarkable year, we celebrate the success of the School
Chameleons initiative in Mumbai. Congratulations to the 2023 awardees! Excitingly,
our tribe expands nationally, inviting educators to champion the UN SDGs. Brace for
captivating workshops, Stoffee traditions, and insightful newsletters! As we step into
the new year, we extend warm wishes to all the inspiring School Chameleons, looking
forward to the positive impact we can collectively create in 2024.
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Feature: The School Chameleons
2023 Finale

The School Chameleons Program concluded on December 19, 2023,
recognizing transformative efforts in Mumbai schools. Engaging over 350
schools, the initiative spotlighted projects aligned with UN Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), showcasing impactful endeavors. The immersive
Finale featured narratives from 12 selected schools out of 100+, celebrating
change, compassion, and innovation.

Keynote speaker Mr. D Sivanandhan, former Commissioner of Police, Mumbai,
emphasized schools' role as mentors and guides in shaping a child's life.
Renowned actor Monica Dogra dedicated a special song, and notable
personalities like Alpa Vora and Nandita Shah added to the event's charm.

Mr. Sivanandhan encouraged teachers, stating, "Schools play a crucial role;
with vision and intent, they can produce scientists and Nobel laureates." The
highlight was acknowledging and awarding 12 schools demonstrating
exceptional commitment to positive change, chosen by a distinguished jury.
Attendees, including school principals and teachers, contributed to the event's
vibrancy.

The Global Chameleon Project, initiated in 2020, began with the Corporate
Chameleons Program. Sudipta Dhruva, Dr. Amrita Rajpal, Ravi Rajpal, and
Seema Sood collaborated to bring this initiative to life. Sudipta Dhruva, the
concept's brain, emphasized the school ecosystem's role in achieving UN
SDGs.

The organizers expressed gratitude to The Somaiya School for hosting and
Prize Sponsor Amar Chitra Katha for generous support. Implementation
partners included StoryTelling Works, The ABCD Show, and Qicom Brand
Solutions.

This Finale marked the culmination of an inspiring journey, celebrating Mumbai
schools' dedication and innovation in fostering positive change aligned with
global sustainability goals.




The School Chameleons
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CALENDAR FOR

THE MONTH AHEAD A

ARRAND, January AT RN\

January 20th: Kindness Mela January 28th: Non Violent
Timings: 9am to 1pm Communication Level 1
Location: Somaiya School, Workshop
Basket Ball Court Timings: 9.30am to 5.30pm
Location: WIP
Hosted by Somaiya School and Facilitated by
Project Mumbai. Mukesh George & Vivek Kumar

AL RANS February 727 KA\

Leap Year School School Online Workshop
Chameleon Chameleon Talks by Eminent
Pledge on SDGs Global Educator

LINK TO SUBMIT STORIES

We're eagerly anticipating your fantastic stories each
month, and get ready for a monthly dose of Stoffees fun!

Click Here



https://www.schoolchameleons.com/submit

Story of the Month Burst of Bloom

By Jigisha Gathani

In the realm of education, a bomb doesn't necessarily have negative
connotations. Surprisingly, it can lead to flourishing—yes, I'm referring to a
bloom. We're talking about seed bombs or Earth bombs. The entire JBCN
International School commmunity came together to witness the fruition of
the seed bomb initiative.

During our unit of sharing the planet, serious concerns arose regarding
rapid urbanization, greenhouse gas emissions leading to climate change.
As a class, we engaged in contemplation: What can we do? How can we
make a difference? How can we showcase commitment through tangible
efforts, not just words? That's when the whole idea of growing trees was
suggested. Living up to the facilitator's name, the teacher empowered the
learners to make earth bombs with a fistful of soil, seed, water, and a bag
full of enthusiasm. Children made earth balls, dried them in the sun, and
kept them ready to burst.

Children loved it. For them, it was play; a constructive play that gave them
a tactile experience and a joy of creation. The real magic happened when
they could throw them anywhere without the fear of destruction or
damage. In fact they were encouraged to drop as many as they could.
Even | dropped a few. This time the burst was going to be creative and not
destructive.

Now there was no stopping; the excitement was contagious. The
movement picked up wind, from one class of grade 3 to the whole school.
Our eco-warriors excitedly taught their friends, family and society the art

of bomb making that was sustainable and brought about a green

bloom.Through the whole school common forum of ‘Act to impact’ we
collaborated with preprimary section teaching them newfound ball-
making art, to help them take sustainable actions. Our IBDP learners used
them in a plantation drive.




Story of the Month Burst of Bloom
COnt'd By Jigisha Gathani

The cherry on the cake was when we received parental feedback of
learners making the seed balls for Diwali and bursting them instead of
crackers; This time it was a ‘Burst of bloom’. The bloom gave us
reassurance that education breeds hope, and hope breeds new life.

The project was more than just seeds; they symbolized seeds of change,
planted with the hope of a greener, more sustainable future. The entire
process provided a holistic learning experience of interconnectedness of
environmental issues to researching and selecting native plant species,
students delved into the complexities of ecological balance.

As the seed bombs burst into life, so did the realization that small actions,
when multiplied, can have a significant impact. The learners sparked
conversations about being responsible citizens within the local and global
community by actively contributing towards a sustainable solution. The
making of seed bombs was a testament to the power of education in
action. Today, | narrate this story with with pride and belief that the story
will be retold through the platform of stoffees for a greater climate action
change

As rightly said by Greta Thunberg; Alone we can do so little together we can
do so much.

School Chameleon through the platform of stoffees provided us with a
gateway to growth and encouragement through the catalyst of shared
learning towards a powerful journey of self-improvement to nurture conscious

learners for a woke tomorrow. . o
- Jigisha




AMAR
CHITRA
KATHA

About Amar Chitra Katha:

Founded in 1967, Amar Chitra Katha is India’s leading children’s publisher, with iconic
retellings of Indian mythology, history and literature, in the comic format. The brand has
become a permanent fixture in India’s cultural landscape today and is venerated for its
signature art style and accessible prose, reintroducing generations of Indian children across
the world to their roots. Amar Chitra Katha has also made great forays in the digital space
with all their books having a vibrant global readership through the Amar Chitra Katha and
Tinkle apps, as well as a presence on many other digital platforms such as Alexa, YouTube etc.
Furthermore, the company continues to add new titles to its catalogue, with new themes,
topics and adapting its iconic art style to endear the brand to a new generation of young
readers.

How can teachers make stories engaging for children?

As India's beloved storytellers for the past 56 years, our master storytellers take pride in
designing newer methods to keep children engaged and entertained throughout their
sessions. Some techniques that you can put into practice easily are -

1.Incorporate Props and Visual Aids: Use items like puppets, pictures, or even a simple scarf
to enhance the storytelling experience. Props can make abstract ideas more concrete
and can also maintain children’s attention.

2.Create a Storytelling Environment: Use a special story chair, a storytelling corner, or even
a simple carpet to create an environment where children understand that it's storytelling
time.

3.Use Sound Effects: Clap, snap, stomp, or use musical instruments to accentuate certain
parts of the story. Recorded sound effects or background music can also enhance the
atmosphere.

4.Personalize Stories: Relate the story to children's lives or incorporate their names and
characteristics into the narrative.

S.Incorporate Technology: Using tablets or projectors to showcase animated versions of
the story or related videos can make it more captivating for tech-savvy children.
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About Wauly:

WAULY

Wauly, India’s leading Digital Signage Solution provider is offering education-focused digital
signage, catering to schools' unique needs. Digital Signage in schools addresses the critical
need for efficient communication. It ensures timely dissemination of information, such as
announcements, schedules, and emergency alerts, fostering a safer environment.

Visual appeal of digital signage improves information recall by to 75% among students. Real-
time updates reduce the reliance on traditional, static communication methods, promoting
sustainability. Digital Signage also acts as a versatile platform to showcase achievements,
events, and educational content, boosting school pride.

Explore the future of campus communication with Wauly today! Your gateway to a digitally
transformed campus experience awaits!

GLOBAL NEWS

unesco

SDG Resources for
Educators - Partnerships
For The Goals

Elevating global collaboration, education
proves indispensable for achieving SDG-17.
From early childhood to secondary stages, it
cultivates vital partnerships, fostering social
awareness and sustainable development
goals without monetary emphasis.

Read Here

S
% CASTrips

The UN’s Sustainable
Development Goals and
How Schools Can Participate

The UN's Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), born out of

the 2030 Agenda, form a comprehensive roadmap for global

prosperity and environmental stewardship. Emphasizing the
interconnectedness of goals, students and schools play a

crucial role in realizing these ambitions by fostering
sustainability education, engaging in actionable initiatives,
and collaborating with diverse stakeholders to address
pressing challenges at local and global levels.

Read Here



https://en.unesco.org/themes/education/sdgs/material/17
https://www.castrips.org/the-uns-sustainable-development-goals-and-how-schools-can-participate/

IN THE PRESS

Mid-Day Free Press Journal

D. Sivanandhan Celebrates Mumbai
Schools' Positive Impact at the Inaugural
School Chameleon Awards

Building sustainable futures
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recognizing and celebrating the transformative efforts of Mumbai
schools. The event served as a dynamic platform to showcase
inspiring stories of positive change and innovation. The program,
engaging with over 350 schools, spotlighted initiatives aligned with
the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), revealing
remarkable endeavors that have made a lasting impact on
communities and set a positive traiectory for the future.
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Schools foster change
with sustainability
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PR Newswire

SDGs in Action: D. Sivanandhan CBIehrnma
Mumbal Schools' Positive Impact at th
Inaugural School Chameleon Awards
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Contact

Details

schoolconnect@schoolchameleons.com
Website: www.schoolchameleons.com

Contact No: 9892672603 (Sudipta)



http://www.indiatoday.in/pr-newswire?rkey=20231220EN97517&filter=4315
http://www.businesstoday.in/prnewswire/?rkey=20231220EN97517&filter=2418

